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The title of the exhibition is inspired by the English idiom “elephant in the room”, which refers to
existent situations that are overlooked or ignored, or problems too difficult to talk about; it is the
emperor’s new clothes. In sociology, the phrase is used to describe conspiracy of silence. Photog-
raphy as a creative form not only reinforces the visibility of things, but also leads us to their invis-
ible facets - whether that invisibility is due to physical, psychological, or social factors.

This exhibition presents the final projects and recent works by the London College of Communi-
cation MA Photography graduates from the class of 2014. It dialectically unfolds three pairs of
phrases: visibility/invisibility, surface/content, and looking/overlooking. Through the works, we
discover that the reason why we often regard the medium of photography closer to truth, if there
is any, is not merely because of its reality reproducing capacity, but its potential of exploring and
discussing “seeing” on all levels. Their course leader Weibke Leister writes in the degree show
catalog: ““...where the medium of photography is heading today: still or moving, digital or ana-
logue, based on how we continue to learn seeing and engaging with it as a cultural phenomenon.”

At the same time of investigating seeing as a cultural phenomenon, the artists in the exhibition are
also concerned about the current state and ultimate potential of photography. Some post questions
such as: “what is considered a serious photography”, while others tend to what photography is or
can do, in an era when everyone is born a photographer. In the works presented, the seemingly
contradictory qualities of visibility and invisibility collapse, exchange, reconcile, befriend, and
blend. When confronting visible facts, the camera may offer the candidest response, and it may
also builds up a convoluted labyrinth, perplexing and concealing.

The “surface/content” is a paradoxical opposition intrinsic to photography. Corresponding to the
surface and the content it might be truth and fiction, and it can also be fiction and truth, or the
subjective and the objective, fantasy and reality... Is it really like what writers such as Baudrillard
claim: the flat photography has murdered the three-dimensional reality? Is indexicality the only
connection between the two?

Artist from “__ in the Room” offer different answers. Several photographers discuss surface/
content through the representation of the body, it as struggles between the public and the intimate,
and as embodiment of certain socio-cultural convention.

In the exhibition, visual habits are subverted, social stereotypes shaken. The artists think in the
image and encourage us to think through the image. Looking, in some sense, conceal the over-
looked. Whether or not directly using the medium, the artists are fluent in conceiving perspectives
and analytically engaging in contemporary visual and political culture. In the works presented,
the elephant is nowhere to hide.



